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FOREWORD BY THE CONSUL GENERAL

Dear Compatriots,

Thanks to the Belgian Chamber of Commerce in Turkey, Belgian
businessmen traviling to Üstanbul have at their disposal a practical
guide helping them to get acquainted with the great opportunities
of the economic capital of Turkey and providing them  as well with
useful information enabling them to fully enjoy their stay in this
fascinating city.

I hope this guide will be an incentive attracting more Belgian
businessmen to Üstanbul where the Economic and Trade Attaches
of the Belgian Regions and the staff of the Belgian Consulate
General are ready to assist them Whenever needed.

Fran•ois del MARMOL
Consul General
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Dear Visitors,

The Belgian Chamber of Commerce in Turkey was founded in 1926
to support the Economic, Commercial, Social and Cultural relations
between Turkey and Belgium.

Our Chamber in Turkey celebrated its 80th Anniversary in 2006 and
remains one of the main facilitators of business between Belgian
and Turkish companies.

The ChamberÕs mission is to help Belgian and Turkish companies
to do business in Turkey and Belgium in order for them to succeed
and prosper which in return benefits the Belgian and Turkish
economies.

Our main tools to accomplish this are networking and business
services.

Please visit  www.turc-belge.org for more information.

Tayfun YUMAK
President of the Belgian Chamber
of Commerce in Turkey



THE TRADE REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE BELGIAN REGIONS

The goal of ÒA Guide for Belgian Businessmen Travelling to IstanbulÓ is to

help the traveller, coming to Istanbul, to waste a minimum of time in

understanding the city, and organize himself to get the best of his/her journey.

Our mission is to help Belgian business people to promote their products and

services within our jurisdiction in Istanbul. Our respective offices will help

you in finding the adequate information or contacts, in approaching the Turkish

market and in avoiding problems one

would not be aware of, when arriving from Belgium.

We all work on autonomous basis, with a friendly and cooperative spirit.





Total Area: 780,000 square km
(300,000 square miles)

Land Area: 770,760 square km
Thrace (Europe): 23,764 square km.
Anatolia (Asia): 755,688 square km.
Max. Length: 1,565 km.

Area: 
Average Width: 550km.
Land Boundaries: Total: 2,753 km.
Coastlines: Total: 8,372 km.
Government Type: Republic Since 29 October 1923
Capital: Ankara ~5,5 millions population

Major Cities:
¥ Istanbul 13 millions population
¥ Izmir 4,5 millions population
¥ Bursa 4 millions population
¥ Adana 3,5 millions population
Official Language: Turkish

Currency: 

Int. Phone Code +90

Emergency :
E.A. Services 112
Police Dep. 155
Fire Dep. 110

TURKEY
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ISTANBUL HISTORY
Istanbul embraces two continents with one arm reaching out to Asia and the
other to Europe. Through the cityÕs heart, The Bosphorus, courses the waters
of the Black Sea, the Sea of Marmara and the Golden Horn. Istanbul, the
former capital of three successive empires, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman,
honors and preserves today the
legacy of its past while looking forward to a modern future.

It is IstanbulÕs endless variety that fascinates its visitors. The museums,
churches, palaces, grand mosques, bazaars and sights of natural beauty seem
innumerable. Reclining on the western shore of the Bosphorus at sunset
contemplating the red evening light reflected in the windows of the opposite
shore you may suddenly and profoundly understand why so many centuries
ago settlers chose to build on this remarkable site. At such times you can see
why Istanbul is truly one of the most glorious cities in the world.
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PALACES
Beylerbeyi Palace
Beylerbeyi Palace is located in the Anatolian side of the Boshporus, in the
province having the same name with the palace. The palace, making up
a complex with the palace in the yard and the surrounding buildings, was
commissioned by Sultan Abdulaziz to architect brothers Sarkis and Agop
Balyan in 1864.
The palace comprises of the Beylerbeyi Palace as the main structure, sea
mansions, one of which is women hall and the other is progression hall,
located in the sea front walls of the palace, Marble Mansion, Yellow Palace
and HasahÝr in the backyard. While the sea mansions and Beylerbeyi Palace
were commisioned by Sultan Abdulaziz, the other buildings are known to be
a part of the palace once located on this spot.
Beylerbeyi Palace, the main unit of the palace complex, is a two-storey stone
building built above a high cellar. The length of the palace, which is built
in parallel to the Boshporus, is 65 meters. There are 6 saloons and 24 rooms
in the palace which has staircase access from three sides. Especially Fountain
Saloon and Blue Saloon which have their name from the color of their columns
on the upper floor are the most impressive places of the palace. Also its garden,
arranged in sets, is another feature of the palace.

Address: Abdullahaga Road. 81210 Beylerbeyi-Istanbul
Phone: +90 216 321 93 20-321 95 51

Dolmabahce Palace
Dolmabahce Palace, whose construction began in 1846 in the province
of Besiktas was completed in 1856. The palace which was commissioned
by Sultan Abdulmecid was built on an area of 250.000 m2, and the palace
itself and main outhouses were built on sea-filled surface.
The palace is comprised of a main unit, Heir Section, Furniture and GuardsÕ
Room, Operational Mansions, Glass Mansion and other small pavilions.
Dolmabahce Palace which has 8 spacious saloons and 200 rooms, has two
main and seven side gates and five gates on the sea front. While the gardens
are arranged in four sections, the main building comprises of three sections,
namely the State Office (Mabeyn-i Humayun), Auction Hall and Private Office.
The main front of the palace overlooking the sea, The Private Office is a two-storey
building. Sufera (envoy) Saloon on the upper floor of the palace is one of its
most impressive sections. Auction Hall rises between the State and Private
Offices as a monumental structure. It is built on a square-like surface, covered
with a dome from the inside and a roof from the outside.
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It is adorned with rich decorations.The Private Office is made up of SultanÕs
Office and Harem. Harem is a plain section with grand common-use places
and closed private rooms.
Address: Dolmabahce Road. 80680, Dolmabahce-Istanbul
Phone: 0212 236 90 00

Topkapi Palace
When the construction for Topkapi Palace started is sti l l  unknown.
According to some resources, the foundation dates back to 1460. Topkapi
Palace was not constructed based on a definite plan, but it was expanded in
time and underwent several changes. This change was due to necessity of
adding new buildings or the reconstruction of the original buildings destroyed
by fire or other causes.
Apart from the mansions for residence of sultans and Harem section,
Topkapi Palace also features many structures such as wards for palace
guards, a very spacious kitchen for use of palace residents, dormitories for
palace servants, Kubbealti where Divan meetings were held, Hirka-i Saadet
section where belongings of Hz. Muhammed and the Caliphs are kept,
Gulhane Hospital, Sultan Ahmed the 3rd Library, Palace School, Treasury
Office, a stable for the horses of Sultan, and St. Irini Church which was used
as a weapon storage for some time.
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Topkapi Palace was abandoned in the middle of 19th century and lost its
significance as the state center. Indeed, part of a railroad was built on the
outdoor garden of Topkapi Palace which was in a desolate state in the
following years. Most recently in 1924 Topkapi Palace was turned into a
museum and opened for exhibition.
Address: Saray ici, Sultanahmet Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 512 04 80    www.topkapisarayi.gov.tr

Yildiz Palace
Yildiz Palace is located inside a 500.000 square-meter woods between
Besiktas and Ortakoy provinces and is comprised of a mansion, summer
palace, administrative and service buildings. The palace got its name from
the mansion which was commissioned by Sultan Mahmud the 2nd in this
woods. This mansion was decorated by his son Abdulmecid and placed his
cerubine named YÝldÝz. Sultan AbdulmecidÕs mother Bezmialem Sultan
commissioned for a mansion in 1842 named Dilkusa Summer Palace
(Kasr-i Dilkusa) and therefore helped expand Yildiz Palace. During the period
of Sultan Abdulaziz, Malta, CadÝr and Cit mansions were commissioned.
But the palace mostly developed during Sultan Abdulhamid period. The
palace which was continuously used by Sultan Abdulhamid, was physically
improving on one hand and it was becoming a scene to the most politically
disputable period of the Empire on the other.
All buildings in Yildiz Palace are arranged in rows, gathering in the north
end of the woods bordered by high walls. The rest of the woods is
comprised of an exterior garden. In this garden, which is open to public with
the name of Yildiz Park, there are Cadir and Malta mansions and Yildiz
Porcelain Factory.
Address: Yildiz 80700 Besiktas Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 259 45 70 - 259 89 77
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MUSEUMS
Ancient Eastern Archeological Museum
Ancient Eastern Archeological Museum was designed
and opened to service in 1917 by Halil Eldem Bey.
The collection on display is comprised of about
15.000 archeological pieces of Ancient Mesopotamia,
Pre-Greek Anatolia, Assyrian, Sumer, Akad, Babel
Ancient Egyptian and Pre-Islamic Arabic culture.
Address: Osman Hamdi Bey Slope,
34400 GŸlhane Ð Istanbul    Phone: 0212 520 77 40

Archeology Museum
Archeology Museum, one of the greatest museums of the world, is located
between Gulhane Park and TopkapÝ Palace. Archeology Museum, which
was opened to service with the name of ÒMecma-i Esliha-i AtikaÓ and
ÒMecma-i Asar-i AtikaÓ within St. Irini Church in 1846, got the name
ÒMuze-i HumayunÓ (Empire Museum) in 1869.
Though most of the works of display were moved to the Tiled Kiosk between
the years of 1873-1891. Archeological Museum was rebuilt under the name
of ÒAsari Antics MuseumÓ by Osman Hamdi Bey in its present classical style
in 1891. In the various halls of Archeology Museum, archeological pieces
such as sarcophagus, tombstone, epitaph, bust, sculpture, relief, column
heads and mosaics from Greek, Roman and Byzantine civilizations are on
display. The museum has a resourceful library with the books on history,
archeology, numismatics, and fine arts, a chemistry laboratory, a sculpture
repair workhouse and photography section.
Address: Osman Hamdi Bey Slope, 34400 Gulhane Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 520 77 40

Grand Palace Mosaics Museum
Grand Palace Mosaics Museum is located in the south of Sultanahmet
Mosque, within the complex of buildings of the mosque. The museum was
built in a way to accommodate the mosaics which is partially intact in the
northeastern part of the courtyard of the Grand Palace. While Grand Palace
Mosaics, dating back to 450-550 A.D. were masterfully woven, no religious
themes can be seen in the mosaics. The themes are from daily l ife and
nature, and there are scented depicting gryphon eating a lizard, fight of an
elephant and a lion, breeding of a mare, children feeding a geese, man milking
a goat, child feeding his donkey, young girl carrying a jug, bears eating
apples and fight between a hunter and a tiger.
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Grand Palace Mosaics Museum was opened in 1953 as a part of the Istanbul
Archeological Museums and became a part of St. Sophia Museum in 1979.
A restoration of the mosaics started with a project prepared in the framework
of a protocol agreement made between Ministry of Culture General
Directorate of Monuments and Museums and Austria Academy of Sciences
in 1982. These restorational works were completed in 1997.
Address: Arasta Bazaar, Sultanahmet Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 518 12 05

Mosaics Museum
Mosaics Museum was built on he ruins of Grand Palace from the Byzantine
period and a section of Sultan Ahmed Mosque Complex. As well as the
mosaics surviving from Grand Palace to date, some mosaics, found in
Istanbul and nearby are displayed in this museum.
Address: Arasta Bazaar, Sultanahmet Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 518 12 05

Painting and Sculpture Museum
The museum which was opened as a part of Istanbul Academy of Fine Arts
in 10 September 1937 in the Heir Room of the Dolmabah•e Palace was
built on order of AtatŸrk. The museum, which was originally enriched with
the paintings received from Dolmabah•e Palace, ministries, various official
institutions is now home to the most comprehensive collection on Turkish
Art History. There is an art studio in the museum and short-term courses
throughout the year on painting are held. In the museum which has 20
different halls arranged to periods of the paintings displayed, there are also
paintings and authentic prints of western artists such as Bonnard, Pablo
Picasso, Albet, Marquet, Andre Derain, Raoul Dufy, Maurice Utrillo, Henri
Matisse and A. Dunoyer de Sagonsac.
Address : Besiktas Road Besiktas Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 261 42 98

Rahmi M. Ko• Museum
Rahmi M. Ko• Museum is in public service in an area of 2 thousand 100
square meters, on the south coast of the Golden Horn. An additional
display building is connected to historical Lengerhane, located in the
southeast part, with a transparent ramp below the garden brink. The
building, which is rated as second class historical structure, is estimated to
have Byzantine basis from the 12th century.
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In the structure which is estimated to have been built during the period of
Ahmet the 3rd and which was used as a foundry, the chain thrown to the
sea to hold it in place and its anchor was produced. The building which is
known to have undergone repairs in the period of Selim the 3rd, was used
by the Ministry of Finance until 1951. In the Republic period, it was turned
into alcohol storage by the Tekel-i Cibali Tobacco Factory. The building
whose upper cover system was greatly damaged by the fire in 1984 was
bound to be forgotten. The building was purchased by Rahmi M. Ko•
Museum and Cultural Association in 1991 and was opened for display in
13 December 1994, after two years of meticulous restoration work.
While the majority of the pieces of the museum was picked from the private
collection of Rahmi M. Ko•, the works which are taken as donation or on
temporary basis from various institutions and individuals, are also on display
in the museum. Authentic works of art and their models, scientific and
mechanical objects form the basis of the museum collection.
Address: Haskoy Road, Haskoy Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 369 66 00 - 01 - 02

Sadberk Hanim Museum, which is the first private museum to be built in
Turkey, is serving the public in a historical seaside residence in the Buyukdere
point of the Bosphorus. The museum features materials, encaustic art and
ceramics, clothes and calligraphy works from Hitite, Phrygia, Urartu,
Mycenae, Hellenistic Age, Roman, Byzantine, Selcuk and Ottoman period,
starting from 6000 B.C.
Address: Piyasa Road, No:27-29, Buyukdere Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 242 38 13

St. Irini Museum
St. Irini Museum is located in the first courtyard of Topkapi Palace as one
of the most magnificent and greatest Byzantine churches along with St.
Sophia. St. Irini was built during the period of Emperor Justinianus in VI.
Since the church was not turned into a mosque after the conquest of
Istanbul in 1453, there were no remarkable changes in the building. It was
used as a loot from war and a storage of arms for a long time. The first
works of Damat Ahmet Fethi Pasha, one of Tophane field marshals, were
displayed here in 1846 as the first examples displayed in a Turkish museum.
In 1869 St. Ürini received the name Muze-i Humayun (Empire Museum). In
time the works displayed here were moved to the Tiled Kiosk in 1875 due
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to the shortage in places of exhibition. From year 1908 Aya Irini was used
as a Military Museum. Then the structure which was vacant for a time was
repaired and became a unit governed by St. Sophia Museum Management.

St. Sophia Museum
St. Sophia Museum (Hagia Sophia), which is among the most significant
monuments of worldÕs architectural history, is considered as the only
application in terms of its architectural property, its magnificence, greatness
and functionality. St. Sophia has been an inspiration for Ottoman mosques
thought in idea, and is reviewed as a product of east-west synthesis. St.
Sophia served for 916 years as church and 481 years as mosque since its
year of construction. Recently, St. Sophia was turned into a museum in 1935.
Byzantine historians Theophanes, Nikephoros and Gramercy Leon claim that
St. Sophia was originally built during the period of Emperor I. Konstantinos
(324-337). At that time, St. Sophia, which had a Basilica planned, wooden
domed structure, was burned in a f ire and Emperor II .  Thedosius
re-commissioned St. Sophia for the second time and it was reopened for
service in 415. However, St. Sophia burned one more time in 532 during the
Nika revolution and rebuilt for the third time by Emperor Justinianus (527-565).
When Isidoros of Miletus and Anthemious of Tralles, the most famous
architects of the period were building the St. Sophia which survived until
today, they used the columns, column heads, marbles and color stones of
the antique city remains of Anatolia. The construction of St. Sophia began in
23 December 532 and it was completed in 27 December 537. From the
architectural point of view, it is comprised of a large central section, two side
sections (nef), abyss, interior and exterior narthexes. The interior has a size
of 100x70, itÕs covered by a dome with a diameter of 30-31 m. and a height
of 55 m. carried by four big columns. As well as its architecture, the mosaics
of St. Sophia are also of worth noting. The most ancient mosaics are the
golden glided geometrical and flower-motif mosaic on interior narthex and
sides. The figured mosaics were made in IX-XII century, and they can be
seen on Emperor Gate, on the abscissas, on the exit gate and upper floor
gallery. St. Sophia had undergone various repairs during Turkish period
starting with the conquest of Istanbul. While the framing of mihrab is
adorned with the most beautiful examples of Turkish china art and Turkish
calligraphic art, the sura from Koran on the dome inscribed by the famous
Turkish Calligrapher Mustafa Üzzet Efendi and the round sheets with a
diameter of 7.50 m are the most remarkable ones. In these frames, the
names of Allah, Mohammed, Omer, Osman, Ali, Hasan, Ebu Bekir and
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Turkish Islamic Arts Museum
Turkish Islamic Arts Museum which was originally built in 1914 in Suleymaniye
Complex was moved to Ibrahim Pasha Palace in 1938. The museum which
is one of the rare examples of Turkish-Islamic Art in the world was designed
by collecting precious art pieces from many mosques, tombs and libraries.
The museum features ceramic works, glass oil lamps, mural encaustics,
plaster reliefs, carpets from Selcuk and Ottoman period and Nomad rugs,
silver engravings, funeral arches, jeweled pieces, mother-of-pearl inlaid
Koran desks, engraved copper containers, plumes, ornaments, the key of
Kabe, oil lamps and candlesticks adorned with precious stones, impressively
woven vests belonging to Sultan Yildirim Bayezid and Sultan Selim the 2nd,
a brigantine belonging to Pertevniyal Sultan, Caucasian carpets, containers,
drawers, engraved doors, very valuable hand-written Korans, miniatures,
volumes, writing instruments, various firmans from the Ottoman Sultans,
column heads, epitaphs, sultan monogram.
Address: Ibrahim Pasha Palace, At Square, Sultanahmet Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212  518 18 05 Ð 518 18 06

Yerebatan Cistern Museum
Yerebatan Cistern was built in the left side of Sultanahmet Square towards
St. Sophia-Gulhane Park direction. Yerebatan Cistern which is also called
ÒYerebatan PalaceÓ was commissioned in about 540 by Byzantine Emperor
Justinianus the 1st. The area which was gained by the underground carving
of a rocky surface, the cistern which is
supported by more than 300 columns,
have become the most important water
resource supplying water to Istanbul.
The cistern, which was cleansed and
repaired by the Municipality of Istanbul
between 1985-1988, is today one of
the open-to-public places of visit with its mystifying and exotic atmosphere.
Address: Yerebatan Road No:13, 34410 Sultanahmet Ð Istanbul
Phone: 0212 522 12 59

Hussein are wri t ten. And on the side wal ls of  the mihrab, the frames
wri t ten by Ottoman sul tans and donated to the museum can be seen.
Address: Sultanahmet Square 34400 Istanbul
Phone: 0212 522 17 50 Ð 522 0989

17



THE ENVIRONS OF ISTANBUL
The Princes' lslands, an archipelago of nine islands in the Sea of Marmara, were places
of exile for Byzantine princes. Today during the summer months, wealthy Istanbulites
escape to the cold sea breezes and elegant 19th century houses. Buyukada is the largest
of the islands. Here you can enjoy a ride in a horse-drawn phaeton (carriage) among
the pine trees, or relax on a beach in one of the numerous coves that ring the island.
The other popular islands are Kinali, Sedef, Burgaz, and Heybeliada. Regular ferry
boats connect the islands with both the European and Asian shores. A faster sea bus
service operates from Kabatas in the summer.

On the European side of the Black Sea coast, 25 km from the outskirts of Istanbul, the
long, broad sandy beaches of Kilyos draw crowds of Istanbul residents in the summer.
The Belgrad Forest, inland from the Black Sea on the European side, is the largest forest
around Istanbul. On weekends, Istanbulites drive out to its spacious shade for family
picnics and barbecues. Seven ancient reservoirs and a number of natural springs refresh
the air. The Ottoman aqueducts, of which the 16th century Moglova Aqueduct built by
Sinan is the most splendid one, lend a majesty to the natural surroundings. Overshadowing
the entrance to Kemer Golf and Country Club is the 750 meter long Sultan Suleyman
Aqueduct, also built by Sinan. It is one of the longest in Turkey. The 500 stable Equestrian
Center offers trail riding.

On the Asian side, Polonezkoy, 25 km from Istanbul, was founded in the 19th century
by Polish immigrants. Istanbul residents come to its pastoral landscape for walks,
horseback riding and to enjoy the traditional Polish food served by descendants of the
orginal settlers.

On the Black Sea, 70 km from Uskudar, Sile's sandy beaches, fish restaurants and hotels
make it one of the most delightful holiday places near Istanbul. Cool cotton clothing called
Sile Bezi is popular with tourists and is fashioned here.

The Bayramoglu-Darica Bird's
Paradise and Botanic Park, 38 km
from Istanbul, is a unique place to
relax. Many species of birds and
plants from all over the world can
be seen in this huge park, which
also has restaurants and a
promenade for pedestrians.

The charming fishing town of Eskihisar, southeast of Istanbul, boasts a marina
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where yachtsmen can moor their boats after a day out on the Sea of Marmara. In town,
the house of Osman Hamdi Bey, Turkey's great 19th century painter, has been converted
into a museum. Neighboring sites include the tomb of
Hannibal between Eskihisar and Gebze, and a Byzantine castle.
Many Istanbulites have summer homes near Silivri, a popular vacation area about 65
km from Istanbul. A large holiday resort, it offers sports, health, and fitness facilities,
that include the Klassis Country and Golf Club, and excellent dining. The conference
center attracts business people who want to escape the city's fast pace for a working
holiday. A regular sea bus service connects Istanbul to Silivri.

YACHTING
Yachting is very popular in Istanbul. This is the only place
in the world where you can enjoy the beauty of a mystical
landscape while sailing back through history to Roman,
Byzantine and Ottoman times, and view magnificent
castles, palaces and mosques.

From the North Sea through the European interior, yachters can sail down the European
channel system and the Rhine and Danube Rivers into the Black Sea harbors and to
the Istanbul Bogazi and Üstanbul marinas - a safe and short way to come.

Sail on the Istanbul Bosphorus under the enormous bridges spanning two continents
and around the Princes Islands to their beautiful bays, where you may anchor and enjoy
the serenity of the area. After enjoying all of the sights return to one of the two large
marinas. Atakoy Marina with a blue flag rating is on the European side and Kalamis
Marina is on the Asian side. Both offer 24-hour service. International Offshore Yacht
races are held in Istanbul every summer. Moving on from Istanbul through the Sea of
Marmara you come to Canakkale and the famous Dardanelles, site of an historic World
War 1 campaign that sealed Mustafa Kemal Ataturk as a man of destiny. Continue on
into the Aegean Sea for fine cruising and end up along the golden sands of the
Mediterranean.

GOLF
Istanbul offers lovely opportunities for golf
enthusiasts: The Klassis Golf and Country Club, 65
km from Istanbul in Silivri, is one of the area's largest
golf clubs, with an 18 hole course and a 9-hole course
near the town of Kemerburgaz,
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SHOPPING
The legendary Grand Bazaar, originally built in the 15th century, is where
youÕll go to feel the authentic ambiance of an old Turkish market. Rows and
rows of merchants sell just about everything in what is the worldÕs oldest
indoor market. You might even come home with a treasure - many of the
shops in the Grand Bazaar specialize in fine antiques dating from the Ottoman
and even Byzantine eras. And of course, the Grand Bazaar is famed for its
shops overflowing with handcrafted gold and silver jewelry, kilims and
carpets that are among the best in the world, not to mention wooden
handicrafts, cloths, leather goods and more.

Whether youÕre after a cheap souvenir or a family-heirloom-to-be, Istanbul
is the city to find it in. Rugs (carpets and kilims), textiles, ceramics and
jewellery are just a few of the temptations laid out in more arcades, bazaars
and stores than you could ever hope to flash a credit card in.

Turkey is also famed for its ceramics and some of the finest examples can
be seen on the walls of the Blue Mosque, the Suleymaniye Mosque and
Rustem Pasha Mosque. Those tiles, masterpieces of the Iznik tile - making
tradition, were until recently a nearly lost art. But, in a renaissance of Turkish
ceramics led by the Iznik Foundation. they have been revived and are ideal
not only as striking display pieces but also as unique gifts.

offers a formidable test of golf skills on its 9 hole coursi.The Istanbul Golf
Club in the Ayazaga district of Istanbul also has a 9-hole course.
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Then thereÕs the luxurious, because shopping in Istanbul is about so much
more than just traditional art-forms... YouÕll find high fashion at affordable
prices in Istanbul, because a new generational of talented designers make
the city one of the worldÕs trendiest up and coming fashion hubs. Have a stroll
down Bagdat Street on the Asian side of the city. This wide tree-lined
European-style boulevard is lined with the shops of the worldÕs top brands,
as well as TurkeyÕs best designers. Or go to the award - winning Akmerkez
Mall, Canyon Mall, one of EuropeÕs finest, where youÕll find leading
international and Turkish brands in a sophisticated setting. Or Nisantasi, where
not only you can spot the latest trends on the street, but you can also browse
through the shop of your choice, and take them home.

The most common shopping hours are from 10 am to 07.30 pm Monday to
Saturday, but this is by no means always the case.

Turkey has a value-added tax (VAT) known as the Òkatma deger vergisi (KDV)Ó.
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